Alcohol and casualties: comparison of county-wide emergency room data with the county general population.
A representative sample of patients in hospital emergency rooms (ERs) in a Northern California county (n = 3731) were compared with a household probability sample of those living in the same county (n = 2101). The injured in the ER sample were more likely to be black and under 30 than those in the general population sample who reported an injury during the last year which was treated in the ER. ER injured were more likely to be abstainers than injured in the general population and among drinkers, they were also more likely to report social consequences of drinking, but were no more likely to report experiences associated with alcohol dependence. Similar differences were found between the injured and the non-injured in the two samples, with the injured more likely to be male, younger, never married and to report heavy drinking, drunkenness, social consequences of drinking and alcohol dependence experiences. The data suggest that associations of alcohol and injury found in representative samples of the ER population may be generalizable to the injured in the general population from which these patients come, with differences which do exist most likely attributable to characteristics associated with emergency room usage.